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inspired by
the love of Jesus
we partner with
Seattle ' s street youth
on their journey toward
a sustainable future

At New Horizons, we know and
care for each young person
who comes through our doors

as an individual,
no t a num b e r .
- executive director mary steele

A

s an Executive Director, I spend more
time than you might think looking at
numbers. Every month, I go over each
line in our budget to make sure we are doing
our best with the dollars you give. I also look
at numbers like the ones you see in this
report – things like how many young people
are using our services and the number of
Nest residents graduating to stable housing.
These numbers are good. But as I look at
numbers, I’m always reminded of Jesus’
story of the lost sheep. It’s important that
we look at the numbers to see what is
working and where we might improve,
but numbers aren’t the most important
thing. Like Jesus, at New Horizons we know
and care for each young person who comes
through our doors as an individual, not a
number.
One morning not long after I started working
at New Horizons, I was walking through our
Drop-In Center when I saw a young man lying
on a couch with his arms covering his head.
He wore a gray and black striped hoody –
the same hoody my son wore for an entire
year in middle school. For just a moment, I
thought the young man was my son. For just
a moment, I felt the pain of a parent whose
child is beyond protection from the dangers
of the streets.

Each young person at New Horizons
deserves to have someone whose heart
breaks and yearns for them to be safe.
And more than just safety, each young
person deserves an opportunity to be
loved and to have the skills and support
to thrive away from street life.
A few more numbers are important at
New Horizons: 23 staff members, over 300
volunteers, and about 1,500 donors. I’ve
been blessed to be a part of this community
for more than 30 years as a supporter , eight
years as a Board Member, and for seven
years as the Executive Director. As valued
members of this community, I wanted you
to be among the first to know that I have
advised our Board of Directors of my intent
to retire in the coming months. I will stay on
as Executive Director for as long as it takes
to find our next leader. We expect this to
take until the end of 2017 or early 2018.
New Horizons is in a good place thanks
to your support. We are financially strong
with no debt. We have a terrific staff which is
helping more young people leave the streets
every year. We look to the future with faith
and confidence and ask you to join with us
in our shared journey.
With gratitude,

Mary Steele, Executive Director

highlights of

your impact

17,900

100%

17

meals were served
by volunteers

of clients in case
management set and
met goals

young people found
dignity in job training

72%

51

1,560

of youth in case
management obtained
housing

youth found a temporary
home in The Nest

loads of youth laundry
washed at Drop-in &
shelter

love through relationships
The overwhelming majority of the nearly 1,500
youth on the streets in King County do not choose
to be homeless; rather, they are cast to the streets
because of family disruption that leaves them
little choice. Your support opens a space to these
young people where they might know and receive
the love their family may have been unable to give.

safety in shelter
For 37 years, youth had to leave for the streets at
the end of the night after Drop-In. Thanks to you,
for the last two years, youth have been able to
come for Drop-In and stay the night inside. With
34 beds available for youth 18-25, you’ve made it
possible for youth on their journey to exit street
life to find rest & respite at New Horizons.

dignity through job training
Ynga, pictured left, began as a barista apprentice
at Street Bean Coffee Roasters and has now been
stably housed and employed for over six months
after graduation. Thanks to your support, youth
have been able to take dignifying steps toward
stability through job training offered at New
Horizons for eight years.

opportunity in resources
Life on the streets separates youth from the
opportunity to finish school, receive proper
medical treatment, access mental health
resources, and pursue their dreams. This year,
your support has added a number of partnerships
with local organizations that provide everything
from healthcare to tutoring to hair cuts for youth
at Drop-In.

One day, everyone working the bar at Street
Bean realized they’d all begun as apprentices
and were now on staff as baristas and shift
leads.
Kian is a mental health therapist that sees
youth onsite at New Horizons every Thursday.

Larissa moved from the streets to emergency
shelter to The Nest to her housing in a few
months with the help of her case manager.
The July 2017 Cohort of YEP apprentices
goofing around on their first day of work. To
be fair, the Marketing Manager asked them to.

thanks to your partnership this year

youth have more
more resources

more housing

Your partnership this year has reconnected
youth to life-saving resources at Drop-In &
Day Programs by increasing the number
of service partners we have available to
youth. Thanks to you, youth now have access
to resources like weekly haircuts, music
therapy, free weekly healthcare, a youth-led
Narcotics Anonymous group, and more.

46

youth connected to
mental health &
chemical dependency
resources

32

For two years, we've listened to youth feedback
and observed what works for youth transitioning
into more permanent living options. As a result,
a direct path from the streets to housing
now exists at New Horizons: youth living
on the streets are moving consistently from the
Young Adult Emergency Shelter to The Nest and
eventually into their own housing.

youth found
permanent
housing while
living in the nest

more support
Over the last year, you've helped us increase
the quality of our emotional & relational
support for youth. More staff are clinically
trained to provide the most culturally
responsive & trauma-informed services
possible, and we've added a partnership that
allows youth access to regular mental health
counseling onsite.
With the start of a youth-focused, youthled church service, facilitated by our Youth
Chaplain, your support has created a
space where youth find both psychological,
emotional, and spiritual support on their
journey off the streets.

76

percent of
apprentices
graduated into
housing

more apprenticeships
Job training apprenticeships have continued
to be successful avenues toward sustainability
for youth, but they've also caught the
attention of our community. This year, your
partnership has helped the newly dubbed
Youth Employment Program (YEP) expand
into two new industries of job training:
commercial kitchen & baking experience at
Nuflours gluten-free bakery, and administrative
& manufacturing experience at Rainier Rubber.
Combined with our ongoing apprenticeships at
Street Bean, YEP has grown to offer youth
opportunities at skills development in
multiple fields of work.

Thank you to the many volunteers & donors who make
new horizons warm & welcoming for youth through
meals, relationships, and gifts.

This year, youth have found a place to seek and to
find at The Gathering, a youth-led church service
that meets each week at New Horizons.

11
10

average weekly
church attendees

come to learn, share,
and explore spirituality

youth meet with the
chaplain regularly
to have one-on-one
conversations about
spiritual questions

Adam has been a faithful member of
The Gathering since it began.

He attends weekly planning meetings, arrives early to help set up every week
before the service begins, and blesses the space with singing (often, Leonard
Cohen's classic, Hallelujah). The altar he sets up every week has become an
anchor at the center of the room. He is a Nest resident and now, a Street Bean
roasting apprentice, learning the in-demand skill of coffee roasting each week
with Street Bean's head roaster.

come and see
the invitation of love
“Teacher, where are you staying?“
asked two would-be disciples of Jesus. His
reply was cryptic and indirect, as it often was,
but Jesus' answer to these men who would
become two of his closest companions seems
to be the same response to all his would-be
followers. A simple, honest invitation: Come
and see.
In the last year, you've helped us plant a
youth-led church at New Horizons. Each
Friday at 11am, Betterlife Church's The
Gathering breaks the holy bread & wine
of every youth-focused ministry, pizza and
soda, before delving into an hour-long
discussion on various Christian themes.
At a recent service, I was struck by the
fact that, for a few dedicated youth, The
Gathering has become a sanctuary of sorts,
so much so that they arrive early to help set
up, attend weekly meetings to plan each
service, and engage deeply with each week's
topic of discussion.
One of the most committed members and
one of the very first to help create the church
is a young man named Adam (pictured left).
Adam sets up an altar every week, though
hardly anyone ever chooses to kneel or
pray at it. Still, it has become a sort of visual
anchor, an Ebeneezer, at the center of each
service. Its gently wavering light dances softly
into the air, rising as though an illuminated
collection of prayers from the saints pictured
on the side of each candle. Are they praying
for God to be here, to be present with us? I
wondered, amused.

Whether the saints were praying or not,
I think God was there. I think God is, each
week.
As I sat there, hypnotized by the flickering
light of this altar at the center of the room
that seems to serve no real purpose, yet
somehow very much does, set up faithfully
each week by a young man whose life has
been wrought with injustice & pain, the
curiosities and questions of intelligent minds
and lonely souls began to fill my ears, and
I thought of this story about two men who
once, too, sought after Jesus.
Teacher, where are you staying? Essentially,
Jesus, how and where do we find you?
Come and see.
Looking around the room at the ten or so
young people engaged in dialogue led by the
youth chaplain, so curious, so full of ideas, so
eager to discuss, to learn, to find - it was then
I knew the most powerful offering of The
Gathering is not the discussions themselves,
the pizza and soda, or the extra time off the
concrete streets on a hot summer afternoon
- though each of those things are beneficial.
The real power of The Gathering is that it is a
place where youth who boldly approach and
ask, Jesus, how and where do we find you? - as
Jesus’ earliest disciples did - may encounter
the invitation of Love: come and see.
And just as Jesus was faithful to show his
disciples what they asked for, so too will
Jesus be faithful to show these curious minds
what (that is, Who) it is they ask to see.

Jesse has been homeless since he was 14-years-old.
The circumstances of his life have been cruel, unforgiving, and unfair, but Jesse’s
attitude and perseverance have been inspirational. Committed to staying positive
and working toward sustainability, this year he started as a Peer Outreach
apprentice, moved into The Nest, and eventually became a Street Bean roasting
apprentice, all while working with his case manager for support and guidance.

And finally, Jesse’s hard work and persistence paid off: he received housing
with Home at Last, the only long-term youth housing program in King
County, and recently moved into his new place, where he’ll be able to stay
indefinitely as he continues to take steps toward sustainability.

how we steward your gifts
income $1,989,987

expense $1,906,450

In-Kind $94,090
Foundation $433,923
Events $136,270
Churches $55,343
Workplace Campaigns
$53,742
Street Bean &
Other $411,030

Administration
$234,018
Fundraising
$218,267
Programs
$1,454,165

Individual $805,590

save the date
the 40th anniversary

gala

On April 14, 2018, friends from throughout the 40
years of New Horizons’ ministry to youth on Seattle’s
streets will gather at the Seattle Design Center, and you
are cordially invited. Mark your calendars to join us in
celebrating all God has done with your help in 40 years
- and help us celebrate what’s to come in the next 40.

le t’s keep in touch
@NewHorizonsSEA
@NewHorizonsSEA
@New.Horizons
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With the help of a case manager,
Elijah was reunited with his family this year.

your support empowers youth
to journey toward sustainable
futures every day.

from all us of
at new horizons,
thank you for
giving
praying
supporting
volunteering
and investing
in this ministry with us.

